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Editorial Introduction

C.L.Crouch and C.A. Strine

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Social Scientific Study
of Involuntary Migration

The books of Jeremiah and Ezekiel have long invited scholars to explore
their likenesses — from their historical setting in the final days before
Jerusalem’s destruction to their mutual concern with the deportation of
Jerusalem’s elite to Babylonia, their shared theological vocabulary, and their
shared metaphors. And yet, these two books diverge sharply in their tone,
in their advice for how to live in Babylonia, and their vision for the future
of YHWH’s people.

The papers collected in this volume arise from a conference designed to
bring scholars working on these two books into productive conversation
about the books’ areas of convergence and divergence.! More particularly,
it sought to encourage the examination of these concerns in light of these
books” mutual origins in the turmoil caused by the Babylonian invasion of
the land of Judah and the various forms of involuntary migration that oc-
curred as a result of this exertion of Babylonian power. Most notoriously,
this included the deportation of a significant portion of the capital’s ruling
classes to Babylon - to the imperial city as well as the agricultural hinter-
lands of Mesopotamia. In addition, however, these events also triggered
other forms of involuntary migration, including internal displacements
within Judah and regional displacements to the Transjordan and to Egypt.
These essays have all sought to explore the potential of social scientific
research on more recent migration to shed new light on the phenomena
described by and reflected in these two unique biblical texts.

In “Is ‘Exile’ Enough? Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Need for a Taxonomy
of Involuntary Migration,” C. A. Strine contends that the diversity of the

1 The conference was hosted by the University of Nottingham Centre for Bible, Ethics
and Theology and the Sheffield Institute for Interdisciplinary Biblical Studies with
the support of the British and Foreign Bible Society, to which the editors express their
appreciation. Additional thanks are due to Paul Joyce, Madhavi Nevader, and Hugh
Williamson for their contributions on the day of the conference.
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286 C.L.Crouchand C.A. Strine

biblical literature from this period demands a more sophisticated system
by which scholars may distinguish amongst the distinct kinds of migra-
tion experiences depicted in these texts. Strine argues that social scientific
research reveals meaningful distinctions in the experiences of, for example,
involuntary migrants who are internally displaced, involuntary migrants
who are externally displaced and relocated to urban centres, and involun-
tary migrants who are externally displaced and relocated to monoethnic
“camps.” Attending to the realia of these different experiences - rather than
the monolithic “exile” to which biblical scholars are accustomed to refer —
enables a more nuanced and differentiated approach to the biblical texts of
this period. Strine explores the implications of this approach through an
analysis of the book of Jeremiah’s frequent references to deportees sent to
the city of Babylon, whom the prophet encourages to engage with their host
and other foreign societies, as opposed to the book of Ezekiel’s calls for a
stringent separation from outsiders, in the context of a book that points to
an isolated, mono-ethnic community at Chebar.

Mark Leuchter explores the implications of chronic geographic disloca-
tion and migration for communities’ conceptualisation of space and place,
in “A Resident Alien in Transit: Exile, Adaptation and Geomythology in the
Jeremiah Narratives.” Introducing research on the identity narratives and
mythologies of populations with long histories of frequent migration, he
observes these groups’ tendency to disarticulate ideas of homeland from
assumptions of residency, as they abstract their attachment to the homeland
from any current physical attachment to space or place. Leuchter identifies
this type of place-attachment — attachment not to space but to ideas about
space — in the book of Jeremiah and traces the origins of this way of think-
ing to the prophet’s own resident alien status within Judah. He undertakes a
detailed analysis of Jeremiah 32, arguing that it works to replace communal
identity based in attachment to geophysical space with a communal identity
rooted in a prophetic text, precisely because the latter is capable of surviving
a break in actual residency; identity rooted in it is more stable and may thus
serve as a bridge between past and (imagined) future residency.

In “Before and after Exile: Involuntary Migration and Ideas of Israel,”
C.L. Crouch explores the impact of the deportations to Tel Abib on the com-
munity called Israel, taking as a starting point certain differences in the way
that the books of Jeremiah and Ezekiel depict this entity. Arguing that both
books conceive of Israel as an ethnic entity, with a strong sense of its mem-
bers’ shared genetics, history, and culture, Crouch contends that the book of
Ezekiel exhibits a special interest in Israel’s past and an unusual focus on the
Israelite homeland that may be best understood as a result of the Ezekielian

e-offprint of the author with publisher’s permission.
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community’s experience as involuntary migrants. Crouch draws an analogy
between the implied setting of Ezekiel’s community in a semi-rural agri-
cultural settlement isolated from outsiders and contemporary involuntary
migrants settled in remote, monoethnic refugee camps, observing that stud-
ies of the latter have revealed a tendency to articulate history in moral terms
that link the group’s past misdeeds to its present dislocation. This, Crouch
argues, mirrors the book of Ezekiel’s unusual negativity about Israel’s past,
as well as its particular concern for Israel’s moral standing as requisite for
possession of the land.

David Reimer’s “There — But Not Back Again: Forced Migration and the
End of Jeremiah” returns to a perennial problem in the interpretation of
Jeremiah, namely, why the prophet who warned against flight to Egypt goes
there himself. Drawing attention to the mutual fate of Jeremiah and Baruch
with the rest of the group, Reimer suggests that the rebellion against Geda-
liah is best understood as an incident of civil conflict and that the text’s de-
scription fits the phenomenon known in refugee studies as conflict-induced
displacement. It is, Reimer argues, not only Jeremiah and Baruch who are
“taken” to Egypt by Johanan and the other named leaders, but the rest of
the company. These people are characterised as vulnerable and dependent,
at the mercy of these military elites whose jockeying for power created the
civil conflict and thereby the conditions for displacement.

In response to these four pieces Dalit Rom-Shiloni has offered “Forced /
Involuntary Migration, Diaspora Studies, and More: Notes on Methodolo-
gies.” Rom-Shiloni discusses the variety of social scientific research brought
to bear on the texts of Jeremiah and Ezekiel by the preceding papers, map-
ping them against eight points concerning the Babylonian deportations
from Judah in the early sixth century that she highlights are central in
importance for her own thinking, including the circumstances, destination
and social dimensions of exile and of the exiles’ relocation. Her discussion
draws particular attention to the importance of extra-biblical evidence in
reconstructions of the circumstances of life in Babylonia.

To end the volume, the editors offer some final reflections on the use of
social scientific research on the phenomena of involuntary migration (“Final
Thoughts: Reflections on Methodology”). They argue that the volume, with
its noteworthy points of agreement and clear areas of disagreement, repre-
sents the manner in which scholarly progress is made: through a give-and-
take process wherein fresh methods are employed by some scholars to push
our extant evidence into new areas, as others highlight elements susceptible
to error or anachronism.

e-offprint of the author with publisher’s permission.



288 C.L.Crouchand C.A. Strine
What follows, then, is a documentary record of an enriching instance of

scholarly discourse that aims, above all else, to generate more of the same
in the future.
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